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1. The relationship between the Bolivian military and President Rene Barrientos is
a marriage of convenience with the military playiag the role of husband. BDarrientos
although a general, i{s not a military profcsafonal. lla concedes that his rapld
rise {n the Bolivian Alr Force was duc more to his politlcal activitics as a party
worker for the Nat{onal Revolutionary Movement (MNR) than to his military virtues,
The preofessional officer corps resents him for this reason.

2. Sophistifcated officers at the tevel of Cencral Alfredo Ovando Candia, dislike
Barrientos bacause they consider him crude, tactless and carthy. They distrust
him because they think he is devious and {nsincere, and his word cannot be
relied upon. They also question his judgment.

3. GCencral Ovando has the completa support of the military and is the real power
belitnd the throne. A patriot of proven leadership and adainistrative ability,
he does not actively seck support for his presidential asplrations, thereby
allaylng the fears of Barrientos' unprincipled supporters. Though he weuld run
for office {f there was mass support for him to do so, he prefers to gutde the
goverament from behind the scenas. He recognizes the enormous complexity and
difficulty of the problems [facing the government, and prefers that Barrientos, |
under 'wilitacry guldance, take the bLlame for the unpopular measures required to /
lolvefthose problems or for the faflure of the government to bring order out of
chaos, As long as Darrientos follows broad military guldelines and docs not bocome
too unpopular, Ovando will continue to support him. Howcver, Lf the situation
becomes unmanageable and civil war broaks out, Ovando is prepared to depose
Barrientos and take over control of the government. *
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